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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Corn BIL. Still I must notice the 
proceedings as to this Bill. The pedple 
have been sadly deluded by those venders 
of falsehood, the newspaper editors. The 
netions, which the people have spread 
abroad are a disgrace to their country, 
not less than the acts of folly and of vio- 
lence which they havé produced. I have 
just been told, that, at Havant, in this 
county, Mr. HUSKISSON has been 
burnt in effigy; and that, at some other 
places, loaves of bread have been carried 
in procession, decorated: with ROSES !— 
as if Mr. Huskisson had endeavoured to 
make corn dear, and Mr. Rose to make 
corn cheap. At Southampton, the better 
informed part of the people are, if I am 
nightly informed, coming to their senses. 
Ihave been told, that many are ready, and 
even forward, to disavow having had any 
hand in these “ Resolutions,” which, had 
it not heen for their inflammatory ten- 
dency, would have been perfectly con- 
temptible. My Address to them has, I 
am told, been re-publishéed in the tewn. I 
am exceedingly glad of this; for, all I 
want is, that men of only common under- 
standing should have the opportunity and 
inclination of reading that Address. 
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that the Corn Bill would have had any 
very great cflect 5 but, certainly, he did no 
more than his duty i stating what was the 
real cause of the high prices, and im cau- 
tioning the countif against expecting to 
sce bread cheaper, wpor an average of 
years, while the taxes continued, 
FINANCE. This brings us to the 
matter so closely connected with the price 
of corn; namely, the FINANCES.— 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer has now 
made out and delivered his account for the 
year 1814; that is to say, for this year, 
ending on the 5th of April, 1815.—The 
expences, exclusive of the mterest of the 
Debt, are calculated at 63 millions, and 
the whole together will make tip about 104 
millions. Now, in order to get this money, 
there has been made a loan of 24 millions, 
without any promisé¢ that there shall not 
be another loan this year.---The nation is 
drunk, just at this moment, and, therefore, 
not in a state to listen to any serious mat- 
ter, respecting its aflairs. But I will 
just open the subject now, reserving myself 
for a future opportunity to enter fully into 
it. When the rabble have satiated them- 
selves with the sight and the talk of Em- 
perors and Kings, and Princes and Pria- 
cesses ; when the noise and nonsense of 
the jubilee are oyer, we may hope to obtain 








What ought to be the shame of those, who 
have led the people into the excesses of 
barning and hanging in effigy upon this 
occasion! -And what is remarkable, too, is 
that these are the very persons who have, 
for many years past, been accusing others 
of seditious attempts! This Corn Bill 
was a measure proposed by the Miuisters ; 


supported by them; having a great ma-|p 


jority of the Parliament in its favour; and 
yet the people burn some of its supporters 
in effigy, and are hardly censured for the 
act. The'riots, upon these occasions, have 
no where been, as far as I have heard, 
attempted to be suppressed.—— Would 
this have been the case, if the object of 
‘such assemblages had been to obtain a 
Reform of Parliament? Mr. Huskisson 





a hearing upon the subjects, touching our 
liberties and prosperity.---- shall, theres 
fore, in waiting for the serious hour (which 
is not far distant), just state, that none of 
the taxes are to be repealed this year ; that 
the expences of the year will EXCEED 
the amount of all the present taxes, by alout 
30 millions, at least. Now, if all the 
resent taxes be not kept up, there must, 
it appears to me, be doans in time of peace ; 
for, will any one believe, that the expences 
of army, navy, ordnance, &c. which now 
amount to more than 60 millions a year, 
will be reduced to less than 20 or 30 mil- 
lions a year? What, then, is the conse- 
quence to he expected? Why, that aif 
the present taxes will be kept up. Or, at 
least, that taxes to the same amount will 





was, in my opinion, mistaken in supposing, 





gontinue to be collected. It is the same 
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in effect, whatever the tax be laid on. If 
it he razsed, it presses upon all classes 
pretty much alike, put it upon what you 


please; and, I have often been astonished | 


at all this comple xity of custom-houses and 
excise-oflices, &c. &ec. when the purpose 
would be more easily answered by one 
single tax upon the da ad, which always re- 
mais in the same place, is always visible, 
has always responsibility within itself, and 
the produce of which tax might be brouglit 
fo account with a very trifling expence. 
The weight of such a tax must fall with 
the most “perfect i impartiality. Prom the 
land come all the necessaries of life. Our 
bread, our meat, our beer, our coats, hats, 
shirts, shoes, and stockings. We must «// 
have these; and if the land was the only 
thing taxed, we should ul pay taxes m 
proportion to our means of paying: What 
is it to the farmer that his land is taxed? 
Ile makes the eaters of the preduce pay 
the tax. Now his salt is- taxed, fer m- 
stance, ut 17s. Gd. a bushel, out of 20s, 
We could buy sali, at a few miles from this 
place, at 2s. Gd. a bushel; and we give 
20s. a bushel for rt. But if we give 
17s. 6d. for the salt which prepares the 
bacon roe the stomachs of our plougamen, 
who is fool enough to sy ippose that we do 
not get the 17s. 6d. back again, as well: 
the 2s. Gd. in the price of ovr corn, meat, 
wool, hides, fleece, butts r, cheese, ‘ nd 
nouliry ? And who fs to give it us back, 
but those who are fed aad clothed by these 
articles of produce ? It 1s the fav ard 
the depreeiation. of the curren it which, 
uso airaverage of years, make the rise in 
prices; and.as there is *o reason to ox- 
pect that these causes will become less 
powerful with peace, there can be no rea- 
son to suppose, that, leaving the « lifference 
of seasons out -of the question, the corn 
will be che aper, in peace then it bas. been 
in watr.--- Wy by is salt 20s. a bushel, mstead 
of 23.6di2 Be on ise the: maker of the Sait 
has to pay 1vs. dd. a hushe leia tax, a: id in 
the expences appertaming to the tax. And 
do the people of Hay anty who hanged and 
burnt Mr. Eluskisson in effigy, stippose, 
that the grower of sorn is not to be paid 
back the amount of his taxes as well as the 
maker of salt? The peop'e of Havant 
(for this .disoracefal act should be made 
known) formed a gpg: having their 
victim seated upon ga followed hy a 
chaise drown by mei her parading 
about for some time, they arrived at a 
aep-post, nexr the Church, on which, 








after suitable admonitions, and exhort. 
tions as to the necessiiy of speedy repei 
anee, the finisher of their law he macd him, 
while others were employed in making? 
fire, under the gallows, to consume. th: 
suspended body. The execution being ax 
complished, the mortal remains, viz. the 
ashes of the offender, were collected, placed 
in the chaise in a suitable receptacte, and 
carried away for interment, tothe slow and 
discordant sound of broken bells and othe: 
Instruments of hideous noise. Now, al! 
Mr. Huskisson’s crime was, telling the 
‘Ae ‘le very sensibly. and very honest! 2 
hat, with our present taxcs, ‘they could 
not, Upon an average of veais, reasanabiv 
expect to eat “th bread at Jess than 
double the price at which they ate it 
before the year 1792. He said further, 
that we could not expect to see the taxcs 
diminished; and the statement of the 
Chancellor cal the Exchequer has alrea:y 
confirmed his opinion: And yet the peop! e 
of Havant hang and burn him in effigy !— 
‘The people of Havant have never, that I 
have heard of, petitioned against any far; 
never agaist any expence 3; never against 
war with the Republicans of France, or 
with the Americans; never against any 
subsidy, grant, place, pension, barrack, 
or de pots never against any measure by 
which the public moncy was expended, 
and the taxes ; augmented, and the cur- 
rency depreciated. What right have th eV, 
therefore, to sameliae ot the hieh paver. of 
bread, in which price are inc!u< ded a larg 
vart if the taxes, necessary to meet the 
expenditure, of which ex pe nditure t! ey 
have never complained? ‘They -act 2s 
foolishly, or rather, as unjust!y, as aw, 
who, alter having ordered an expensive 
entertainment, should hang and burn the 
landlord in efliey for bringing i in his bill. & 
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A IERICAN W AR. A correspon nt 
calls my attention to the capture of ancther 
of our men of war by the Americans. lt 
seems, that the Epervizr, captured by the 
Peacock, was a ship of equal force 5 but 
the striking circumstance is, that the latter 
had, only tao men wounded, while we had 
ten killed and fifteen wouncded.—This 1s 2 
subject of deep regret with my correspor- 
cent, who calis upon me, as a friend to the 
country, and penlous of its honour, to give 
utterance, or, rather, circulation, to his op!- 
ions as to' the causes of this wonderful 
and alarming change in the maritime affairs 


of the world, enl the relative maritime cha- 











yacter O 
tion tot 
not yust 
to do gi 
danger 
1 have 
Sut, I 
find ve 
cultabl 
who ha 
in the 
calls a 
lhensio} 
with vr 
with 1 
world. 
we ar 
end it 
in the 
try. 
result 
from 
thmk 
we ¢: 
And 
only | 
ni¢an 
agall 
some 
‘A tte 
weal 
peer 
the | 
to 
to tl 
wou 
cyen 
trer 
tot 
gov 
wal 
hs 
ryc 
nent 
fec 
Vel 
fee 
‘the 
tal 
tri 
rit 
se 
sh 


“cc 








¢ 





-— ~ of 
s >] 


racter of England. I will not give circula- 
tion to these opinions; not because they are 
not just; not because they are not calculated 
todo great good; but, because I see great 
danger to myself in doing it; and because 
| have suflered quite enough j in this way.— 
But, [ have no doubt, that. his opinions wiil 
find vent, and that they will produce a 
suitable effect on the minds of all those 
who have sense enough to attend to them.— 
in the meanwhile, this war wah America 
calls aloud for the expression of my appre- 
lensions as-to the ultimate conse guences 
with regard to our naval power, and alse 
with regard to our future weight in the 
world.—It is possible, that the war mete 
Wwe are now waging against America, may 
end in the total defeat of all her armies, and 
11 the consequent subjugation of the coun- 
try. It is posseble, that such may be the 
result of the expeditions. now sailing thither 
from France and elsewhere. But Ido not 
think it is probable; I do not think, that 
we can rationally count upon such a result. 
And if we do not obtain that end, we shall 
only have added to the military and nava! 
ni¢ans of America; swelled her exasperation 
against us beyond all bounds; and added 
some hundreds ef millions to our own debt. 
After such a war, we should find ourselves 
weak, exhausted, pressed to the earth, es- 
pe cially if it lasted for some years; while 
the navy of America would just.then begin 
to make a figure.in the world; and, joied 
to that of France , upon any future oceasion, 
would make a change i in our situationsufhi- 
cient to make the stoutest Englishman 
trembie for the safety’ of the country.—As 
to the hatred, which it 1s supposed the royal 
government of France will: entertain to- 
wards the Republicans of America, it is- to 
thscover very: little knowledge of ie histe- 
ryor the motives of nations to suppose, that 
any feeling of this sort will. have much. ef- 
fect. France.(for the nation and the: po- 
Vernment are the same in this respect ) will 


feel much deeper; and’ remember. longer, 
‘the triamphant air which England now 
She will see, that her rival now 


takes. 
triumphs; she has felt the effect of her ma- 
ritime power; and, will she not. be gad to 
see another maritime power: rise up? Will 
she not, as much as possible, favour the 
“comunerce of America? She is: in no dan- 
ger from the rivalship of America. She 
must wish fora maritime ally, whe is appo- 
sed to; arid who wishes to reduce the power 
- of ‘England. Such am ally America will 
present to hers, and. the danger of this war 
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, that it may finally dispose the whole of 
= pe ‘ople of America to such an alliance. 
— Therefore, there is great rit in this war. 
The force that we are able to send, if we 
disrecard the exp ence, is very great indeed ; 

but, 1 take it; if the war be of any dite, 
tion, we must pay regard to that expence. 
There are persons, who think that the mat- 
ter wil be soon settled ; that it is the work 
of a summer; that we have only to take 
New York, or Charleston, or Boston, and 
that the people will compel the government 


a ht . 
to surrender upon our terms. This is a 
verv great error. ‘The peo} ple are divided 
in ther polities. The parties are violent 


against cach eet) but.they are all of one 
mind as to their government, and the 
of government that they shall Jive under. 
The w ar, such a war as we are now about 
to carry on, will unite them. ‘They will 
forget their political animosities in their 
common danger ; and, though their armies 
have little disczpdine, the 
as we are, at Icast, and wuil 
with that sort of spirit, with those motives 
of action, which are the true and infallible 
source of effectual national defeace.—] 
should hope, howeve rth: it, notwithstanding 
what fell from Sir Jeseph Yorke, there is 
no design of making war for the doposztive 
of Mr. Madison, and that the unfortunate 
dispute may be settled without any further 


sort 


people are as. brave 
be anmated 
1, 


irrits ation; without making a// the people of 


America willing to ally their country close- 
ly to. Fr: AN0Gy: as thesure meens of s afety and 
tranquillity to themse lves—-T'his is what I 
fear as the conse quence of the war; 5m nd J 
must again bee the reader to bear in mind, 
that, if the war be of any duration, nothing 
short of complete subjugation will prevent 
this conse quence. — The war 72 Canada is 
unpopular in some, parts of the American 
States; but a war for the conquest of Ca- 
nada is very different indeed from a war far 
the defence of the homes of the Americans, 
and for the preservation of them sort of 
government.. They-have a ma//ion of ma- 
litia-men arme d; and, though not dis- 
ciplined ih our snes of that word, they 
all know how to use arms ; they have all 
been accustomed to shoot from their boyish 
days. They are all marks-smen, and 80 they 
were found to be during the last war. The 
branch, perhaps, in. which they are most 
deficient is that of the artillery. But, is 
it not to be supposed, that they will find in- 
structors in this art where the ‘y have found 
the inventors of the steam- boat? And is it 
not also probable, that they will find more 
Cc2 , 









eA i OO ar 





- to the momentary efl-ct. As we were th 


$07] POLITICAL REGISTER.—The Russian Troops, $e. [ses 


than enough of French engineers? The 
public should not, therefore, be too san- 
guine as to the result of this war. There 
1s no doubt but our flect and army will do 
all that they can. Every thing that skul 
and courage can acconiplish, proportioned 
tothe means, we may confidently expect at 
their hands; but the distance is so great, 


the conveyance of trodps and of all sorts of 


nicans of war Is so expensive, and attended 
with so many difficulties and so much de- 
Jay, that it really ts a war less promising 
of suecess than any other in which we 
could possibly have been engaged. 

Tue Russtan ‘TRoors.—It was mtend- 
éd to bring some thousands of these from 
France to England, and a camp has been 
prepared for them upoa Tichfield Common, 
about two miles from Botley.—People from 
a!l the acaghbouring towns have been erect- 
ing booths, bringing beer and other things 
of necessary consumption. ‘The Common 
wore vesterday the appearance of a town; 
and to-day, it is said, that the tents are to 
be taken away! ‘The people have sadly 
Ava.ced themselves, upon thisoccasion.—But 
certainly, the change in the intention of 
the government is very wise; for, as all 
the world asked, why could not the Russians 
go home in the same ships that were to 
bring them to England? Beiag safe oz 
board, why should they land here, before 
they went home? They are now, it seems, 
going home iz therr own ships, directly 
from France. Of this I am very glad; 
und, I do hope, that we shall now begin to 
look a little like a nation at peace.—'The 
militia-men, at any rate, will now retarn 
to their occupations, and relieve the parishes 
of the u len of maintaining sv many of 
their families.—The Russians will have 
seen enough of the South of Europe with- 
out coming to England. They will, I hope, 
profit from what they have seen ; and, with 
that hope, I heartily wish them a safe 
voyage home. —Our ose are, it seems, to 
traverse France in their way to England. 
The people of a great part of France will 
thus have a sight of an Enghish victorious 
ermy quitting their soil. This, too, is 
likely to produce an impression that may 
finaliy produce good; for, in all such cases, 
we ought to look tothe fiua! result, and not 
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Jarst to invade, so, it seems, we are to be 
the /ast to qurt, the soil of France. This 
eireuinstance will, I dure say; have its due 


Welrht with the people of France. 


Frencu Liperty oF THE Press anp 
JURIES, Amongst the other things, 
which is provided tor by the new French 
Constitution, is, the Liberty of the Press. 
It is stated in the newspapers, that the Le- 
gislature is engaged im framing a law. to 
DEFINE the extent of that Liberiy. 
This I am very glad to see. This, be the 
definition what it may, will be a happy 
thing for those who write, print, and pub- 
lish in Fratice. Because, with a written 
law before thei eyes, they will know for a 
certainty what they may publish and what 
they may not publish. If they are for- 
bidden to write against the royal family, 
the ministers, or any persons in power, 
though the éruth of all they say can be 
proved clear as daylight, they will know, 
that they must not write truth respecting 
such persons; and ali the world will know 
it too. Consequently writers will be in 
no danger‘upon that score, and the worid 
will not be deceived by the press; by 
the zame of Liberty of the Press. But, 
I hope, the definition will be céar, Cur 
expounder, Blackstone, leaves us sadly in 
the dark. He says, that, by our law, the 
press is guile free, only that every one is 
answerable for what he writes and prints ! 
That isto say, we may write and print 
just what we please ; but we are liable to 
be punished for so doing. The liberty of 
the press he makes to consist in this; that 
there is no previous licencer, as in other 
countries, Our stage he said nothing 
about; for that is subject to a previous 
licencer. But what does this distinction 
amount to? Iam of opinion, that a man, 
writing under a terrible responsibility, 
would be apt to make less free than one 
who wrote under the inspection of a li- 
cencer. A law, clearly defining how far 
aman may go, would place the press im 
the best possible state ; because, then, the 
writer would be in no danger from the un- 
certainty of the law as applied to his per- 
formance; and the public would be in- 
formed of the matters, on which he dared 
not to touch. There is, however, one 
principle, from which, in my opinion, that 
law ought not to depart: namely, that in 
every case, a man should be held innocent, 
if he were able to produce complete proof 
of the TRUTH of his statements; and, ui 
case of making false assertions or msinua- 
tious, he should be punished according to 
the degree of mischi:f produced, or likely 
to be produced, by his writings, and of the 











malice by which he was proved to be ac~ 
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tuated. The adherence to this principle 
would make the work of leyislating upon 
the subject very short and simple. It 
would make the life of a writer safe and 
pleasant ; and at would make the press a 
blessing to France 5 the protector of inno- 
cence and the scourge of the wicked, how- 
ever high their staulion. But, if the law 
be vague im its deseriptions of offences by 
pees press 5 if it deal in general terms ; if it 
talk in a loose way about inflammator y 
publications ; if it prate about the harmony 
of society and the peace of families, with- 
out laying down some clear, dita, un- 
changeable principle ; if it leave a latitude 
for interpretation, construction, and discre- 
tion, tliere may as well be no Jaw at all.— 
Lhe French are, too, it seems, to have 


Juries in their Courts of Justice ; and, it | 


is stated, in the evations preceding the 
Code Napoleon, that it was Napoleon him- | 


self, whese peruunacity produced that part | 


of the Code. The French had Juries 
under Napoleon; so that by his fall they 
have not gained this part of their Consti- 
tution. But. I, for my part, see nothing 
gatned here, unless care be taken as to 
the formation of such Juries; for we 
know, from sad experience, that Juries 
may be made the instruments of the 
blackest injustice and most hellish cruelty. 
Hume tells us, that Judge Jeffries, whom 
he calls the b/oody, spread the western 
counties over with gallowses, and gibbets, 
and mangled carcases ; but, he seems to 
forget the bloody Juries, who aided him in 
the work of murdering their neighbours. 
Russell and the gallant Sidney were told, 
that they had been found guilty by @ Jury 
of their country; but the Parliament, at a 
subsequent period, declared the verdict to 
be corrupt and tnfamous, and reveysed the 
acts of attainder, grounded upon that ver- 
dict. Numerous other instances might 
be produced from ovr own history; and, 
therefore, it is not enough to tell me, that 
the Trench people are to have juris to 
protect thetr lives and properties. 1 must 
know first, kow these Juries are to be 





formed 3 T must see what security there is 


fora man’s being tried by persons ¢mpar- 
tially called together ; I must see whether 
all the persons, in a district, fit to be 
Jurors, are to be called and compelled to 
serve in their regular turn; I must see 
whether it be impossible to pack, as we 
call it, these deciders upon the guilt or 
innocence of those who are brought to 
tria———-If this be the case, Juries | 


will be a blessing to France; but, if 
not, they will be the greatest of curses ; 
for they may become the convenient 
screen for corrupt and crac | Judges, the 
most dreadful as well as the most base ja- 
struments of an artful tyranny, under the 
names and forms of liberty und law. If 
Jurtes are what they ought to be, they are 
a safe-guard against the partiality, the cor- 
ruption, and the crucity of Judges ; but, if 
not, they are the greatest encouragement 
to partiality, corruption, and cruelty in 
Judges 5 because, where there is a Jury, 
fitted to the purpose of such Judges, the 
blame, if any be imputed, falls upon the 
Jury from the public ; ; and as they melt 
away out of sight immediately, there re- 
mains no object for public indignation to 








fix upon, A Judge, without a Jury, 
knows that the eyes of the public will be 
| fixed on Aim only ; and, if disposed to act 
unjustly, he will be under much greater re- 
| stramt, than if he had a Jury to serve him 
‘in quality of ’scape goat. ‘The object of 
the Jury has been held to be that of the 
satety of partics against the partiality. of 
the Judge; but, if it be so contrived in 
France as to make the Jury a mere tool in 
the hands of the Judge, the state of things 
will be infinitely worse than if there were 
no Jury at all.—The legislators of France, 
therefore, should take great care, as [ hope 
they will, that the source of their Juries 

be pure; that they be not composed of 
men destitute of understanding, and of the 
powers of discrimination; that they be zm- 
partially taken amongst all the persons, ht 
for Jurymen, in the district or department; 
that ad/ these be compelled to serve in thea 
regular turn, unless prevented by some 
sufficient cause ; and that they shall not 
be exposed, either directly or indirectls, t 

any undue bias, or corrupt afinenerennes 
The Code Napoleon, criminal as well as 
civil, is admirable. It was framed by the 
wisest men in Enrope. It took a long 
time and infinite labour in the forming.— 
But, unless this point as to. Juries be very 
carefully attended to, liberty and property 
will be mere names; mere sound without 
any practical benefit; and, as it must be 
the wish of every real fr end of freedom, 
that the people of France shonld be re ally 
free, it is to be hoped, that this important 
matter will receive the greatest attention, 
Lorp CocHRAne. The diffienlties 
which occurred to my mind as te this Noble- 

















man’s case, have been completely removed 
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by the explanation which [ have seen in 
the — newspapers, and which was read 
in Court by his Lordship, wea he was 
brought up to hear judgment pronounced 
arainst him.—I have now no doubt what. 
ever of ‘his Lordship’s innocence. — ‘The 
only disagreeable sensation which remains 
avith me, is the dread of his being made to 
suffer, to its full extent, the disgraceful pu- 
nishment whieh his Lc onda hip has been sen- 
tenced toendure. From what L know of 
his Lordship’s mind, I ain satisfied that he 
is far from being depressed on account ot 
his situation. A consciousness of his own 
innocence, is sufficient to bear him up, 
under the worst that-can befall him, But 
it is ympossible to prevent those who are 
friendly to his Lordship feeling deeply, and 
being overwhelmed with eriel, at the idea 
of his being the ianocent victim of the 
crimes of others. His Lordship, as appears 
from the Parliamentary lic ‘ports, has addres- 
sed a Wetter to the Speake “of the House of 
Commons, in which he “ asserts his inno- 
* cence of the charge of which he has been 
* convicted, and requests that he may be 
* allowed timely notice, and a full opportu- 
* nity of att ending i in this House, when- 
fever the sabject may be brought before 
ei.’ —To this the Spe aker immediately 
returned for answer, * that, according to 
“the usage of Parliame nt, timely notice, 
‘and a full opportunity of atten: ling, were 
‘always giver to any member of = 
" Sena before the consideration of 
* question in which he was personally ia- 
“ terested.”—It is somewhat consolatory, 
therefore, that my Lord Cochrane has still 
an opportunity of being fully heard. and of 
bringing forward all the proofs of his inno- 
cence, W whic li he was prevented doing during 
the trial, by the mattention of others, and 
by the forms of Court, when his Lordship 
was brought up for judgement. Tt is to be 
hoped that Parhament will determine 
in this instance, as if the case of my Lord 
Cochrane were the case of every indi- 
vidual member of the House ; for who 
among them can say, that he has not, 
during some period of his life, been in- 
nocently placed ina suspicious situation, 
throwgh circumstances which he could 
neither foresee nor controul: and where is 
the man who will pretend, that it never 
can be his fate to be brought to the bar of 


any Court of Justice by a train of oecur- 


rences, similar to those in which Lord | 


Cc Selitaad has heen involved, and yet be | 
8s innccent as his Lordship asserts’ he is, | any thing incorrect. -- The other four De- 





and as.I firmly believe Lim tobe, Until 
his Lordship has an opportunity of ve rifyin, r 
his innocence completely, which I have no 
doubt he svill be soon able to do to the seasis- 
faction of every candid mind, I have given 
below the statement which he read in 
Court, and the additional affidavit, by 
whieh his Lordship confirms all that he 
formerly said on the subject, and clears up 
some important points whic h were not ex- 
plaived on the trial. IT am glad to find, 
that the eflect already produced upon the 
public mind 7 this statement: is highly 
favourable to his Lords ship ; ; and I am con- 

ident ia the expectation, if the facts there 
stated are supported by the affidavits, which 
his Lordship. will now have an opportunity 

of bringing forward, that there is not a 
man in the country (except indeed he en- 

tertains a me sonal enmity towards Lori 
Cochrane) that will not join with me in 
opinion, that he is completely innocent. 





Court or Kinac’s Bencu, June 20 

After an arrest of judgment had been 
unsuccesstully moved for on. the part of 
some of the other defendants, 

Lord Cochrane addressed the Court, and 
observed, that the attention-with which 
their Lordships had listened to those who 
had addressed them on behalf of the other 
Defendants, emboldened him to hope that 
they woald indulge him with equal pa 
tie ‘nce—althouch he did not address th: 
by Counsel, 2 circumstance which he. im- 
puted to the veason he had assigned when 
he had addressed their Lordships on a for- 
mer day. dn order to occupy as little of 
their Lordships time as possible, he had 
committed to writing, mas short a compass 
as he could, that statement which he con- 
ceived jt necessary to the defence of his 
character to make. The Noble Lord, then 
read the following statement :— 

“It has been my very creat misfortune 
to be apparently implicate ¥ in the guilt of 
others, with whom I never had any cen- 
nexion, except in transactions, so far as I 
was apprised of them, entirely blameless. 
[ had met Mr. De Bevenger in public 
company, but was on no terms of intimacy 
with hich: With Mr. Coclkirane Johnstone 
I had the intercourse natural between sich 
near relatives. Mr. Butt bad igh 
offered, without any reward, carry on 
Stock’ transactions, in- which ehonennds as 
well as myself, were engaged, in the face 
of day, without the smallest imputation of 
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fendants were wholly asknown to me, nor 
have IL ever, directly or indivectly, held 
ny communication with them. Of Mr. 
D: Berenger’s concern in the fraud, L have 
no mformation, except such as arises out 
of the late trial. With reeard to Mr. 
Johnstone and Mr. Butt, Lam willing to 
hope that they are pat §3. They re- 
peatedly protested to me their innocence. 
Lucey did not dare te communicate any 
sich plan to me, if such was projected by 
them, or either of them; be they cuilty, 
tl a or be they, one er beth, errone ously 
convicte d, I have only to lament, that, with- 
ont - most remote suspicion of their pro- 
edings, if they, or either of them, were 
eoncerned in the fraud, [ have, throuch my 
blameless intercourse with them been sub- 
i ia to imputations, which nicht, with 
equal justice, have been cast upon any man 
ws now eee me. ¢ ircumstanced ¢ s j 
, b must keep myself wholly unc seer 

Wit th those whose innocence cannot be so 
dear to me as my own. Well had at been 
for me if [ had made thus distinetion 
sooner.—L do nat stand here to commend 
myself{—unhappily L mast seek only for ex- 


culpation ; but [ cannot exist under the | 


joad of dishonour, which even an unjust 
judgement has Be ng upon me. Aly life has 
been too often im jeopardy, to make me 
think much rats it; but my honour was 
never vet breathed upon; and [ now hold 
ny existence only in the determination to 
remove an imputatir on as groundless as it is 
intolerable. —The attlenes : which I now 
tender to your Lordships, will aid me in 
performing this duty towards myself, my 
rank, and my profession. I first yesh 
the affidavit, which I have repeated at 
a risk that I formerly had no oppor- 
tunity of encountering. [have been told, 
that I then incurred the moral cuilt of 
perjury, without exposing myscli to the 
legal penalties. I know nothing of such 
distinctions. I have repeated the state- 
ment upon oath—and I am now ar- 
swerable to the laws, if [ have falsely 
sworn. The pevdavite of three persons, 
who saw De Berenger at my house on 
the 21st of February, filly confirm my 
statement; and I have only been pre- 

vented from bringing forward a fonrth, 

by his sailing to a “dist tant stattom, before I 
could possibly stop him for this purpose. 

The grounds upon which [ have been con- 
victed are these :—That notes were fourid 
in Berenger’s possession which had been 
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mine 3 that Berenger came to my honse, 
after returning from his expedition ; and 
that my account of what passed at this visit 
is contradicted by evidence. The hrst 
ground has been clear y explained away 

it amounts to nothing more than "te it 
Which may happen te any man who has 
money tran sactions. Mp. Batt voluntaril y 
made purchases and sales of steck for me, 
and having received a small loan ef money 
from him, f repaid him with Bank notes, 
which he used for his own purposes. Tle 
says that he exchanged these notes, and 
th: at a p art of the notes which he received 
in exchange he paid to Mr, Cochrane 
Johnstone, who states, that he gave them 
to Bereneer in payment of some diawings 5 
but with this story, whether true or false, J 


have no manner of concern, and conse- 


quently no wish to diseuss it. In what 
way soever the notes, which were received 
in exchange for mine, reached De Beren- 
cer, L can only say that mine were prive n 
to Mr. Batt in discharge of a bona fide 
debt ; and Lt have no knowle Fie whatever 
of the uses to which he applied them.— 
3erenser’s coming to my house L before 
accounted for, upon the supposition of his 
being unconcerned in the fraud ; but is it 
not obvious that he might have come there 
to facilitate his escape, by going imme- 
diately on board of my ship, with the addi- 
tional prospect of obtaining employment in 
America? It has been said that there 
was a suspicious degree of familiarity in 
his treatment of me and my house. I can 
only observe, that over his conduct Thad 
no controul. But he knew, it seems, of 
my change of abode, which had occurred 
within a few days. I trust it will be re- 
collected that he proved to have Jeff 
town three days after such change; and 
that, though not intimate with me, he had 
the means of knowing where I resided, 
even if he should not have inquired at my 
former lodgings, where my address was 
left. Indeed, if taking refuge in my ship, 
in order to facilitate his escape, was part 
of his scheme, it was very likely that he 
would have ascertained the precise place 
of my abode previous to his quitting 
London. Again. I am said to have left 
the tinman’s (where I think [ should 
hardly have cone had ] ex yx ected suc I a 
messenger) as soon as I heard of the ofli- 
cer’s arrival. IT was ta apprehensions of 
fatal news respecting my brother then ih 
France, from whem | hed received a letter 
but three days before, with the satcligence 
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of his being dangerously ill; and I now 
tender you his affidavit, with the surgeon’s 
certificate, dated the 12th of February, 
which he brought home with him. And, 
therefore, on receiving the note from 
Berenger, whose name | was unable to de- 
cipher, and as that note announced that 
the writer, whom I icarnt from my servant 
had the appearance of an officer in the 
army, was desirous of secing me, I hasten- 
ed to learn intelligence so anxiously ex- 
pected 5 nor had I the least doubt that it 
related to my brother. When, however, | 
found that the person was De Berenger, 
and that he had only to speak of his own 
private ailairs, the apparent distress he was 
in, and the relief it gave my mind to know 
that he was not the bearer of the news 
I dreaded, prevented me from feeling that 
displeasure which L might otherwise have 
felt at the liberty he had taken, or the in- 
terruption it had occasioned. Comments 
have been made on my saying so little to 
the servant who brought me that note ; 
but the fact is, [ did ask him several ques- 
tions, as appears by his affidavit. ‘That I 
did not 'earn the name of the writer from 
the aote itself, L have truly accounted for, 
by its being written so close to the bottom 
of the paper that I could not read it. This 
assertion ts said to be contradicted by the 
circuinstance of the writer having found 
room to add a postscript, as ii there was 
only one side to the paper. Of the post- 
script 1 have no recollection, but it might 
have been written even opposite the signa- 
ture. That 1 did not collect from the 
hand-writing that it was addressed to me 
by Berenger, is nothing extraordinary ; 
my ‘acquaintance with that person was ex- 
tremely slight; and titl that day I had 
never received more than one or two notes 
from him, which related to a drawing of a 
lamp. J was too deeply impressed with 
the idea that the note was addressed to 


qne by an officer who had come with intel- | 


ligence of my brother, to apprehend that it 
was written by De Berenger, from whom 
I expected no communication, and with 
whoee hand-writing [I was not familiar. 
Allthat I could afterwards recollect of the 
note, more than what is stated in my 2fh- 
davil, is, that he had something to commu- 
nicate which would affect my feeling mind, 
or words to that effect, which confirmed 
my apprehensions that the writer was 
the messenger of fatal news of my brother. 
If Berenger had really been my agent in 
‘this nefarious transaction, how 1 should 
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have acted, or where I should have chosen 
‘to recetve him, it is impossible for me to 
lsay: but L humbly apprehend that my own 
house was not the place I should have ce- 
lected for that purpose. The pretended 
Du Bourg, if I had chosen him for my in- 
strument, instead of his making me his con- 
vemience, should have terminated his expe- 
dition, and found a change of dress else- 
where. Fle should not have come imme- 
diately and in open dzy tomy house. I 
should not so rashly have invited detection, 
and its concomitant ruin.—But this is not 
the only extravagance of which I am accu- 
sed. What supposition, short of my abso- 
lute insanity, will account for my having 
voluntarily made the affidavit which has 
been so much canvassed, if I really knew 
the plot in which Berenger appears to have 
been engaged ? Let me entreat your Lord- 
ships consideration of the situation in 
which I stood at the moment in which that 
affidavit was made. I was suspected of 
being connected with the pretended Du 
Bourg; if I had known that Berenger was 
the person who had assumed that name, 
could I possibly have betrayed him, and 
consequently myself, more completely than 
by publishing such -a detail to the world? 
The name of Berenger never was mentioned 
till brought forward in my affidavit; which 
affidavit was ntade, as, sworn by Mr. 
Wright,a witness on the trial, with the err- 
cumstance present tome, and remarked by 
me at the time I delivered it to him to be 
printed, that if De Berenger should happen 
to be Du Bourg, I had furnished a clue to 
his detection. . The circumstance of his ob- 
taining a change of dress at my house never 
could have been known, if I had not volun- 
tarily discovered it: and thus I am repre- 
sented as having brought him publicly to 
my own house, of being the first to disclose 
his name, and of mentioning a circumstance 
which, of all others, it was the most easy to 
conceal; and if divulged, the most certain 
to excite suspicion! Is it not next to 1m- 
possible that a man, conscious of guilt, 
should have been so careless of his most 
imminent danger ?>—My adversaries dwell 

upon some particulars of this aflidavit, 

which they pretend to find contradicted by 

the evidence. The principal one is my as- 


sertion that Berenger wore a green coat. 
I have repeated this assertion upon oath, 
under all the risks of the law; and I also 
solemnly affirm, upon my honour, which [ 
regard.as an obligation no less sacred, that 





I only saw him in that dress. The wit 
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nesses on the part of the prosecution have 
asserted, that he wore a red coat when he 
arrived in town. Granted. But may he 
not have changed it in the coach, on his 
way to Greep-street? Where wes the 
difficulty, and for what a ge Was the 
portmanteau? My own oxed opinion is, 
that he changed his dress in the coach, | 
cause | believe that he dared not run the 
risk of appear ing in my presence ull he had 
so changed it. £ tender affidavits of those 
who saw him, as f did. 
my house. ‘Phat 4 should he ve chan red his 
dress before } saw him, is most natural, upon 
the SUppositi tonof his wishing toconceai from 
me the work he had beenabout; but it is like 
many otuer confirmations of my innocence, 


fated to excite no attention in the minds of 


those who onty seck food for their suspi- 
cious. Much is said of the star and other 

ornaments, as if any proof had been given 
of his wearing these in my presence. He 
took especia! care, ! doubt not, to lay them 
aside on his way, when he had divested him- 
self of his official capacity, long before L saw 
him. ‘The small portmanteau, before men- 
tioned, which it is admitied he brought with 
hin, in all probability f furnished him with the 
green coat, and received the red coat and its 
ornaments, and very possilly for this reason 
no remark has been made upon it. A 
good deal of observation has been bestowed 
upon De Berenger’s unwillingness to ap- 
pear before Lord Yarmouth im uniform ; 
and the inference was, that this uniform 
could not have been the green dress of his 
corps, otherwise he must have felt the re- 
verse of uneasy at being scen in it by his 
Colonel. Does any Volunteer Officer <go 
ont of a morning to make calls in his re- 

gimentals? Could so unusual a circum- 


stance have ny to excite remark from 


Lord Yarmouth ? To me, indeed, he had 
explained hself—he had of necessity 
told me his nearly desperate state, in ask- 
ing me te receive him on board my ship ; 
but is there any thing so very incredible in 
the statement that he was unwilling to tell 
his whole case to every body ? It may now 
doubtless be perceived that he might have 
had other reasons for disliking to go out in a 
green dress. Let it, however, be recollect- 


‘ed that my statement was, that he only 


asked me for a hat in lieu a his military 
can, and that the black coat was my own 
voluntary offer. The idea of his applying 
to Lord Yarmouth, or to any other of his 


friends, originated with me, and I proposed 
" jt in conseguenge of bis calliag tomy re: 








to his ereen coat at | 
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collection the certificates he bad received 
from them. [ then had no suspicion 
awake, and I believed what he toid me. 
in whot manner the disguise was ullimate- 
ly disposed of L can ony con jecture, us AY 
one elee mi ht, from the evidence elven 
on the tria!. Lfe presented himself to me 
ina grey preat coat, and a green under 
coat ; and if the persons whese affidavits I 
now tende r had been examined on the 
trial, and they did attend for that purpose, 
i de’ feel persuaded that avery diflerent 
impression would have been made on the 
Jury and the world at large, than that 
which they appear to entertain; and that 
your Lordships night have been disposed to 
take an opposite view of the case as it af- 
fected me. ‘Lhose witnesses would have 
corroborated the particulars of my affida- 


| vit relative to De Berenver’s dress when I 


first saw him at my hovse, namely a prey 
great coat, aud a green under-cout, or 
jacket. Unfortusiately, through some mis 
take or misconception, not on my part, 
they were Icit unnoticed, and, of course, 
were pot examined. I have now to otter 
their several affidavits to your Lordships. 
[ would further submit to your Lordships, 
that my affidavit was m: ade on the impulse 
of the moment, as soon as] heard that pla- 
cards had been posted, stating that the 
pretended Col. De Bourg had gone to my 
house; and, in the conscious rectitude of 
my own conduct, f not only introduced the 
name of the only officer 1 saw at my bonse 
on the day stated, but narrated every oc- 

currence that took place, and all the con- 
versation that passed at the interview, to 
the best of my recollection. If L am cen- 
sured for having been too ingenuousan my 
communication, [ trust it will be admiteed, 

that as ingenuousness disclaims al! connec- 
tion with guilt, it is indicative only of my 
innoceace. If your Lordships will be 
pleased to reflect on all that L have ollered 
respecting De ‘Berenger, and to bear in 
mind the avowed intercourse which | had 
with two other Defendants, respecting 
whose conduct I have been compelled to 
~ peak, at least upon x supposition of th cir 
guilt, | am confident you will perceive how 
easily any man, living so circamstanced, 

might have been plac ed in the very situa- 
tion. But waving the supposition of De 
Berenger acting under the direction of 
either ef the other Defendants, 1 do stil 
contend that any man who had stock cen- 
earns, and was slightiy known to De Beren- 
| ger, ranahe some risk with mo.of ! wean 
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drawn 
Tam still wil 
others. —Tiie 
wel to excite 
», Lunfeicaedly despise, 
i jury thev have done me. I know it must 
subside, and [| lox % forw: anal to justice being 
rendered my character soover or later. It 
will come most speedily, as well as most 
gratefully, if T shall receive it at your 
Joords ships hands. Tam not unused to 
injury, of late I have known persecution : 
the indignity of compassion I am pot yet 
able to bear. ‘Vo escape what is vulgar! ‘ly 
called punishment, went have been a 
thing; but I must have belied my feelings by 
acting as if Lk were conscious of dishononr. 
"Tiere are ways even of removing beyond the 
veach of ionominv, but I cannot feel dis- 
eraced while I know that I am guiltless. 
Under the influence of this sentiment, I 
persist in the defence of my character. If 
have often been 3 situations where I had 
an opportunity of shewing it. This is the 
first time, hes God, that I was ever 
called upon to defend it.” The Noble 
Lord then handed in several .affidavits, 
The first was one from himself; it was as 
follows :—— 


into the raia which, indeservedly, 
ling to hope, has befallen the 
artiices which have. been 
so much prejudice against 
in spite of the 


in ec iSy 





Sir Thomas Cochrane, commonly called Lord 
Cochrane, one of the above named Defendants, 
eral facts and 


sworn on 


maketh oath and saith, that the sev 


circumstances stated in his affidavit, 
the [lthday of March last, before Mr. Graham, 
the Magistrate, are true. And this deponent 
further saith, that, in addition to the several 
facts and circumstances 
dayit, he deposeth as follows, that is to say, 
That he had 


concern whatever 


stated in his said afi- 


not, directly or indirectly, any 
in the formation, or any 
of the existence of an inien- 


tion to form the plot charged in the Indictment, 


knowledge 


or any other scheme or design for affecting the 
public funds. That the sale of the pretended 
Omaium, on the Qist day of February, 
made in pursuance of orders given to his broker, 
at the time of the purchase there >f, on or about 
the lith of that month, to sell the 
ever a prot of one per cent. could be realiged ; 


was 


sume when- 


and that those directions were given, and the 
sale thereof took place without any knowledees, 
information, hint, or surmise, on the part of this 
deponent, ef any coggern or attempt whatever, 
to alter the price of the funds ; an! the said sale 
on the 2ist. took place entirely without this 
denoneat’s knowledce—that when this depo- 
ment returned home from Mr. 
ory, ox the 2istef February, 


King’s manufac- 


which he did di- 
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he fully ex- 
pected to have met an Ofiicer fron abroad, with 


rectly after the receipt of 4 note, 
intelligence of his brother, who had by letter to 
this deponent, received on the Friday before, 
communicated his being confined to his bed, 
and severely 
and about whom this deponent was extremely 
anxious; but this deponent foand Captain De 
Berenger at his house, in a grey ‘coat and a 
jacket. 
defendants Ralph Sandom, 


green That this deponent never saw 
Alex. M‘Rae, 
John Peter Holloway, and Henry Lyte, or any 
or either of them, nor ever had any communica- 
tion or correspondence with them, or any or 
That this 


either of them, directly or indirectly. 


deponent, in pursuance of directions from the 


Admiralty, proceeded to Chatham, to join his 
Majesty’s ship ** The Tonnant,” to which he had 
been appointed on the 8th day February 
last. That the ship was then lying at Chatham. 
That previous to the eighth day of February, 

this deponent applied to the Admiraliy for leave 


of absence, which was refused, Gatil this depo- 


nent had joined the said ship, and had removed 
her down to Long Reach ; that this deponent in 
removed the 


pursuance of those directions 


. 


said ship from Caatham to Long Reach ; 
and afier that was done, viz. on Saturday the 
12th day of the said month, this deponent wrote 
tothe Admiralty to apply for leave of absence 
for a fortnight, for the purpose of lodging a spe- 
cification fora patent, as had been previously 
communicated by this deponent to their Lord- 
ships; that leave of absence was accordingly 
1ih of 


the said month; that this deponent was engaged 


granted for 14 days, commencing en the 1 
in London, expecting the said specification till 
the 28th of the said month, when the said spe- 
cification was completed, and this deponent left 
town about one o'clock on the morning of the 
Istof March, and arrived at Chatham about day- 
licht onthe same morning; that on the Sth or 9'h 
of the same month of March, this deponent re- 
ceived an intimation that placards were posted ta 
several of the streets, stating that a pretended 
Col. de Bourg had gone to this deponent’s house 
in Green-street; that at the time this depenent 
reecive’ this intimation he was on board the said 
ship at Long Reach, and in consequence went 
Surridge, the Port Admirat at Ch 

to obtain leave of absence, which was 


previous to the receipt of the leave 


fo Admiral S 
tham, 
granted ; 
forwarded by the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, this deponent arrived in London, on 
the 10th of that month, to the best of his belief ; 
and that after his arrival, he himself, conscious of 
his own innocence, and fearing no consequences 


| froma developmeat of his own conduct, and ¢e~ 


afflicted by a dangerous illness, 
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he had no personal knowledge of his private or 
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siring only to rescue his character from errone- 
ous impressions, made by misrepresentations ia 
the public prints, without any communica- 
tion whatever with any other person, and with- 
aoutany assistance, onthe impulse ef the moment. 
prepared the before-mentioned afidavit, whic 
Sie swore before Mr. Graham the Magistrate, on 
ahe Ilth; that at the time he swore such affidavit, 
he had not seen or heard the contents of the Re- 
port published by the Committee of the Stock 
Exchange, except partial extracts in the News- 
papers; that when the deponent understoo! 
that the prosecution was to be instituted against 
him, he wréte to Admiral Fleming, in whose 
service Jsaac Davis, formerly this deponent’s 
servant, then was, under cover to Admiral 
Bickerton, at Portsmouth, and that Admiral 
Bickerton returned the letter, saying that Ad- 
zniral Fleming had sailed for Gibraliar ; that this 
deponent sent his servants Thomas Dewman, 
Elizabeth Rush, and Mary Turpen, on the trial 
of his indictment, to prove that an Officer came 
to this deponent’s house on the morning of the 
said 2ist of February, and to prove the dress 
that he came in; but that the said Thomas Dew- 
man only was called ; and, as this deponent has 
been informed, he was not interrogated as to 
the dress in which the said Officer came to his 
house ; and this deponent further says, that had 
the said witnesses been examined according to 
the directions of this deponent, and who were 
in attendance on the Court for that express 
purpose, they would, as he verily believes, have 
removed every unfavourable conclusion respect- 
jng this deponent’s conduct, drawn from the 
supposed dress in which the said De Berenger 
appeared before this deponent on the 2lst of 
February, and on which circumstances much 
stress was jaid in the charge to the Jury, the said 
De Berenger’s dress being exactly as stated in 
this deponent’s former affidavit herein-before 
mentioned : and this deponent solemnly and po- 
sitively denies, that he ever saw the said De Be- 
renger in a scarlet uniform decorated by medals, 
or other insignia; and he had not the least sus. 
picion of the said De Berenger being engaged 
in any plot respecting the funds, but merely be- 
lieved he wished, for the reasons stated in de 

ponent’s former affidavit, to go on board this 
deponent’s ship, with a view to obtain some mi- 
litary employment in America; and this depo- 
nent declined complying with his request te 
gend him on board his ship without permission, 
or an order from the Lords of the Admiralty: 
and this deponent farther saith, that he was in 
no degree intimate with the said Berenger ; that 











public character; that he never asked the said 
De Berenger to his heuse, nor did he ever 
breakfast or dine with this deponent therein, on 
any occasion whatsoever ; and further this de- 
ponent saith, that he bath been informed and 
verily believes (hat the Jury whe tried the said 
indictment, and the Counsel for the defence, 
were so completely exhausted and worn out by 
extreme fatigue, owing to the Court having con- 
tinued the trial without intermission for many 


oF, > 4 , — F : 
hou: sheyond thattime wv MICU NALUPe ts capable ot 


|) sustaining herself, without refreshment end re- 


pose, that justice could not be done to this de- 
pouent, 

The next affidavit proposed to be read 
was one from ‘Thomas Dewman.---Lord 
E.lenboronch remarked thet this affidavit 
could not be read, Inasmuch as the person 
who had made tt had becn examined on the 
trial, and might have been then quesiioned 
upon the subject, if the Counsel of the de. 
fendants had thought proper. Several 
other afhidavits from witnesses who had at- 
tended the trial, but who had not been ex- 
amined, were likewise attempted to be read, 
but Lord Ellenberough said there was no 
instance on record in which such aflidavite 
were permitted to be read.—Lord Coch- 
rane said his object was, if possible, to ob- 
tain anew trial, so that these witnesses 
might be examined, as they would have 
been, but for an error in his Counsel’s 
brief, over which he had not looked, from 
a perfect consciousness of his own inne- 
cence.—Sir Simon Le Blane observed, it 
wis quite without prece dent to have the 
affidavit of a witness read, who had been 
at the trial, but who had not been called. 

An affidavit of the Hon. W. EF. Coch- 
rane, brother of Lord Coe hrane, was then 
read, for the purpose of shewing the exist- 
ence of his illness in the month of Veb- 
ruary last, and the consequent anxicty 
with which Lord Cochrane went home to 
his honse from Snow-hill, when he heard 
that a stranger, whose name he could not 
decipher from his note, awaited his arrival. 

‘© The Honourable William Erskine Cochrane, 
Major in the 15ch Regiment of Dragoons, now 
residing in Portman-square, in the County cf 
Middlesex. on his oath saith, that he was seized 
with a violent and alarming iNness on the Tet of 
January, i8t4. at Cambo, inthe south of France ; 
and that this Deponent remaited in a state of 
dangerous illness until the 18th of the following 
month; that early in February last he wrote to 
his brother, Lord Cochrane, to acquaint his 
Lordship with this Depenent’s situation, as De- 
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ponent had then very litue hope of recovery, and 
telling bim that be hod reecived a potiffeation 
that he would be ordered to Enzland, where he 
should proceed, if ever able to undertake the 
journey. Aad this Deponent further saith, that 
the annexed certificate was given to him for the 
purpose of being iaid officially before a Board of 
Medical Officers at St. J ean de Luz, by the Sur- 
geon of this Deponent’s regiment, and is in the 
sai! Surgeon's hand writing.” 

‘This was accompanied by a confirmation 
from the Surgeon, who attended this gal- 
lant Oilicer, and a statement of the parti- 
culars of the disease by which he was at- 


tacked, 


we ee ee _ 


P; OKN Laws. 
Mr. Corner. jiaving been from 
home some time past, on my return I 
found your Register, containing your Let- 


a ee a | ee ee 





ter to the People of Sout! hampton, with | 





these that have been since published, con- | 


tamiag jdarther remarks on the Cora Bull. 
To the last number yeu say, that mstead of 
sending abuse in anonymous letters, they 
sheuld have answered you; but you 
could scarcely expect that. You have so 
completel: ly expose «l thei gross ignorance, 
ex!nbited them in so contemptible a light, 
that their rage must be almost heceslices. 
But, Mr. Cobbett, is there not a danger 
of falling into error ourselves, when yas 
errors of others are of so gross a nature a 

to make it an easy task to expose thes? 
We are apt to go on with confidence, in a 
hasty careless manner, and, satisfied with 
having done what we proposed, send the 
article to the press, without that minute 
revision which a cooler state of mind would 
induce us to give. ‘These remarks are drawn 
from me, by a belief, that you—you, Sir, 
are wrong in your supposition; that the 
increase in the price of the quartern loaf is 
attributable to the weight of taxes which che 
landierd and farmer has to pay. You 
certainly do couple another cause with 
taxation; namely, the alteration in the 
currency ; but you have not attempted. to 
_ show what share taxes have had, and what 
belongs to the alteration ‘in the currency. 
When two canses are assigned for one 
eflect, it is desirable that each should be 
. traced in its operation; this you have at- 
tempted to do, with taxes. In page 740 of 
your Hownstes, you enumerate many of the 
taxes paid hv the land-owner and farmer, 

and contend, that those taxes must be p: ah 


You also enumerate many other taxes paid | 


by the consumer of the produce of the land, . 


| 








t 





by the community in general as consumers. 
Upon this I must pause; for here L hod, 
that all are producers and all consumers ; 
and the question may therefore be put into 
a more simple form m, recollecting that our 
present enquiry is, as to the cause of high 
prices generally ; 3 and here, Mr. Cobbett, 
1 must assert, in opposition to what you 
have said in your Letter to the South; amipton 
Petitioners, that taxes cannot cause a ge- 
neral rise 1n prices ; nor will you, L believe, 
persist init, when you review the subject. 
Mr. Huskisson, whose opinions you say are 
the s saine as yours on this subject, puts it 
ina shape that admits of a ile bs argu- 
ment, when he states, that in 1792, ali our 
Caves establishments required but 
16 millions a year; and that a peace 


establishment, at present, will probabiy be 


between 50 and 60 millions. Now, Sir, 
supposing the taxes to have increased in 
same proportion, has the 


prec isely v the 
Accordin g 


quartern loaf done the same? 


‘| to your statement, on the peace which ter- 


minated in 1792, the loaf was at Td. 5-10 ; 

and, duriog 1803- 4, it averaged Od. ; and 
now, I suppose, 1 is nearly Is. But, Sir, if 
the ties were added to the original cost 
of the article, must not the rise have been 
much greater? We will take the differ- 
ence between the taxes of 1792, and the 
present period, at 60 millions. Is it pos- 
sible, Mr. Cobbett, that the producers of 
the taxed astides could reimburse them- 
selves by increasing the prices of the arti- 
cles, until they obtained 60 millions more 
than their former prices? The thing is 
impossible : if we consider the effect of 
taxation, by itself, on prices, we must sup- 
pose, that in 1792, there was 20 millions 
of currency in England. Had the cur- 
rency not ‘increased, how would it have 
been possible for the prices of last year to 
have been paid? Had we only the same 
20 millions of currency, that sum would 
have been equal to all the sales made in 
the country, and the price of every par- 
ticular article would have held a due pro- 


portion. Food, clothing, furniture, le- 


j bours every thing must have continued the 


same in price. For, could any one article 
have risen, without others being lowered, if 
we imagine quantities to continue the same: ? 
Suppose the seller of food to ask a higher 
price, whatever excuse he might have for 
the alteration, a consumer "would SAY, 
“ Nr. Farme T, [have onlyso much moneys 
if yon persist in your demand, I certainly 
must pay you as far as my means wil ge} 








nee 
= 3 @ 





* 





8257 JUNE 25, 1814.—Cern Laws. [826 


but I shall have less money to expend in 
other things, and those other things must 
consequently fall in price. I shall have 
less money to pay to. my draper, tailor, 
shoemaker, to my brewer, and all those 
who furnish me with the comforts of life. 
Now, Mr. Farmer, these good people are 
all your customers, as well as 1 am, and 
in proportion to the increase in your charge 
tome, you lessen their means of purchasing 
from you. They of course will cat less, 
and you will be at last oblived to come down 
to the means which the consumer has of 
paying you for your produce. Lf you can- 
not atiord to pay your rent and taxes, with- 
out raising your prices, Lam sorry for you; 
for you really canret get more money from 
us than we have; if you get more from 
ove, you will have less from another; so 
that at last it will be the same.” I will 
not say, that such reasoning would con- 
vinee the farmer; but I will assert, that 
such would be the eflect of any demand for 
higher prices, if the quantities of goods and 
money continued the same. ‘The farmer, 
however, Aas the tax to pay; that is im- 
perative upon him ; there is no bargain in 
that business; the Government wif! be 
paid, or they will seize. What is to be 
done?) ‘The farmer cannot obtain higher 
prices, because money, which measures 
the price of every thing, has not in- 
creased; he must, therefore, pay a 
smaller rent to the owner of the farm. 
Disguise it as we may, it is the owner—the 
person in the receipt ef the revenue which 
as left, after paying for the labour expend- 
ed! Itis the proprictor of property that 
really pays all the taxes; and every tax 
laid on the cultivator of the soil, or on the 

roduce} is deducted at last from the rent. 
his, certainly, does not take place where 
leases are held ; because here is a positive 
engagement to pay a stipulated sum, which 
may not be altered in consequence of a 
heavy tax; when the farmer, having to 
pay all the rent which the land will fairly 
afford, after supporting himself and family, 
and in addition, a tax to the Government 
not contemplated when he made his lease, 
he may be rvined: for observe, if by in- 
creased exertion he should produce more 
food, this.only makes it cheaper, and will 
not enable him to pay the additional de- 
mand with greater ease. —We know well, 
that if the farmer be ruined under such 
circumstances, the owner of the property 
will also be injured ; his /and will be ex- 





| 








atax, will xzot let for the sum it did for- 
meny. ‘Phe farmer will, @é dust, pay a 
part of his vent to Government, and the 
remainder to the owner of the land. "Lhe 


same takes place with’ the owners of 


houses: if a house be liable to the pay- 
ment of a tax, 1 will bring Jess vent. ‘This 
wil appear very evident if we imagine one 
house to be oflered for LOO/ a year, which 
is liable to the paymentof SO/ ta taxes 5 
and another equaliy vood is offered tor 
L50¢. per year, but table to no tax. Is it 
not eval nt, i say, that the owner is the 
loser? Precisely the same thing takes 
place with all property that yicids a reve- 
nue to the proprietor 5 and how caa the 
owners of property indemnity themselves 
by hitch prices, if at were passiule, which it 
is not, ivow the limited ability of the other 
parts of the community, it would re-act 
upoa themselves, Lt the farmer and land 
proprietor charyed higher for their goods, 
they in their turn would be charged higher 
for every thing they had to purchase; so 
that at last they would lave precisely the 
same quantity of clothing, furniture, and 
other means of enjoyment which they 
would have bad, without any rise in price 
having taken place ; the only diflerence 
being, that there nust be more money in 
CLV ulations jor without that a general rise 
in prices is impossible, supposing the vart- 
ous articles brought to market the same 
quantilies as before. Although T think 
that what has been said, is sufficient to 
shew, that taxes, without an merease in 
the money of the country, cannet rae 
prices, yet I will venture to risk the taking 
up of a little more room in your adourabie 
REGIsTER, by shewing the fallacy of tho 
proof produced by you at page 717. You 


suppose a man cultivating his own farm of « 


100 acres, which yields him 300 quarters 
of wheat, at 4/. per quarter, making an in- 
come fram his farm of 1L200/ per year; 
but his land is subject to a tax of 3/. per 
acre, so that he pays to the Government 
3/. out of his 1200/7. You go on to sup: 
pose, that if the tax wege taken off, that he 
could afford to sell at 3/. per quarter, in- 
stead of 4/. It is true he could afford it, 
and he could now afford it at 3/. if he 
were to make 600/. serve him instead of 
900/. per year. But why should he selb 
his corn at less after the tax-was taken off 
than he did before? Do not owners.of land 
always take as high a price for the pro- 
duce as it will fetch in the market? Has 


hausted; and, being liable tothe payment of | a land proprictor, such as Mr. Ccke, any 
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thought of selling his wheat, or letting his 
Jand, at one half their present price, bv- 
cause he could afford to live at the rate of 
900/a year, as well as the owner and cul- 
tivator you have imagined? Does not the 
owner, in fact, take, in the shape of rent, 
all, or nearly all, that the farmer has left, 
after supporting himself and paying the 
various expences attending cultivation, 
taxes, &c.? and does not the farmer al- 
ways take as high a price as he can get for 





his food? You imagined that wheat was 
at 4/, a quarter tastcad of 3/, on account | 


' 
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and as taxes are increased, Government 
comes in for a greater and a greater pro- 
portion ; they may at last take nearly all, 
and make the owners mere funnels, as you 
strongly expressed it. But this has no- 
thing to do with prices. Prices are deter- 
mined by the proportion which exists be- 
tween the saleable goods and the currency 
of a country. In the supposition of can- 
dles paying 6d. per pound duty, you say, 
that the duty being added to the original 
cost Gd. the candles are sold at 1s. per lb. 
It is here that nearly every one is misled 


of the tax: I should say, that the quantity | by appease is So obvious it strikes 
du 


} 
of currency in the country had brought 


| 


‘so plaialy the 


‘st mind, that taxes may 


things generally to certain prices, and | and do increase the prices of some things, 


amour other things, wheat, to the price of | 


4/.2 quarter. Well, supposiag the same 
money to continue in the country, would 
the farmer take 1/4 a quarter less because 
he could afford it ?>—is it likely? Do you 
expect that he would do it voluntarily ; 


and why should he be compelled by the | 


consumer. Even supposing, for the sake of 
argument, that the farmer were to lower 
his price, the rest of the commuuity would 
have one-fourth more money to expend on 
other things, which must, of course, make 
other articles rise: and thus the fall in the 
price of food would carse other things to 
be dear, unless, indeed, we could imagine 
that a greater part of the money of the 
people remained unemployed, and thus less 
come into the market. ‘Uhis would be 
equaltotakinga part of the currency ontof 
circulation, which is certain!y a sufficient 
cause for lowering the price. But again, 
the farmer and owner would have only the 
game money to lay out he had before the 
tax was taken off, and the rest of the 
people would have the 2/. per acre, which 
formerly passed thrench the hands of 
the Government. Why should this be ? 
Why should not the farmer charge as 
high prices as he did before, if others 
do not alter their prices? and sow, 
how can prices be altered, if there be the 
same goods and the same quantity of money 
‘as before, sceing that in the nature of 
things one is the measure of the other. In- 
crease the quantity of coods, whether food, 
clothing,. or. any other, or all saleable 
things, and let the money remain the same 
in quantity, and each particular quantity 
must fall in price, as the whole of, the 
—-* equal.to the whole of the money. 
‘hen a tax is laid ons the Government re- 
ceives a part of the revenue arising from 


property (after supporting the labourer), 


that they take it as a proof of taxes having 
a power to produce that e®ect generally ; 
whereas, if we suppose, before a tax were 
laid on candles, and when they were six- 
pence a pound, that 100,000/. of the cur- 
rency of the country was employed in the 
sale and purchase of candles, and after the 
tax, and the consequent rise to Is, per lbs 
200,000/. of the currency must be kept in 
employment by them. Is it not clear, that 
there being less money left for the purchase 
of other articles, they must all fall in price 
equal to the rise im candles, thas esta- 
blishing the equilibrium. Government 
may hy.a tax divert a larger proportion of 
the currency to. one article, but it must be 
taken from the other articles; if one be 
dearer, others must be cheaper-- always 
supposing no additional currency thrown 
into circulation. ‘The same reasoning ap- 
plies to beer, to spirits, to salt, in fact, to 
every thing: in vain might Government 
tax every article equally with a view to 
raise prices—they would remain statwii- 
ary, there would not be money to pay a1 
increase in price. The real cause of 
the general rise in prices is to be found 
in the increase in the quantity of circu- 
lating money. (This cause may be di- 
vided into two branches: the first, is the 
increase in the quantity, which naturally 
results from successful commerce. The 
secoud, from swelling up out currency by 
Threadneedle-street, and other substitutes 
for metallic money. With respect to the 
former cause, it has happened to us, in 
common with other nations that have had 
a commerce, flourishing and highly profit- 
able to those engaged in it;an accumulation 
of the precious metals has always been the 
consequence of prosperous. trading, unless 
where they have been banished by similar 








means to those which we have used to sead 
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constant reader and admirer, 
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arms out of the country, namely, making 
the currency overllow by an excessive issue 
of paper. Our Government may have had 
poweriul reasons for issuin gv, or C: ausing to 
be issued bank notes, such as lessenine “ ie 
value of what they |: ad { to pay to the sto 
holders; but the cause, the sole cause, 2 
my opinion, of the gener. . rise ia fea es, is 
to be found in the increase of the cu PTENCY, 
—With re ‘spect to the i Cora Bill, f 
think it was intended to do good, and 
would have done .good. But it certainly 
apyeared to be doing much evil 1 a giving 
an lmprope r direction to the public mind 3 
perhaps, taking all the circumstances a: 
iending it into consideration, ‘tis better 
that it did not pass into alaw. But if the 
people do not come to their senses, we shall, 
in a few years, become de ‘pe a mt upon 
other countries Tor a suppl ly of food, bi a 
much greater degree than we have yet 
been >and i it 1s possi! ble that a bad harvest 
may take place throughout the corn coun- 
tries of E Urope,—whea each country, to 
protect itself, will prohibit exportation 3 
and where then will Wriend Rose find 
cheap food for the poor oe [here is NOW 
time for considering and discussing thie 
subject : 
mseron of those few 
your Re gister: want of time will not permit 
me to take any pains in dressing them to 


and [ should feel grateful for the | 


hasty remarks in| * vacancies of fatuily;-—-cven 
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meet the public eye——I am, Sir, your | 


T. H. 
1814. 
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“Salford, June 22, 


GAMING. 
Mr. Consett. Permit me to ex- 
press my thanks to you for the very just 
and strilci ing views presented d to the public 
in your last week’s Re; gister, on the im- 
moral tendency of every species of gaming, 
and the pernicious effects of indulging 
children in‘ habits of playing at cards, and 
other games of chance. ‘Lhe sentiments 
you liave there express ed do equal honour 
to your understanding, and your benevo- 








lerice ; and I shall be much gratified if 


the same able pen would pourtray the dire- 
ful effects of another species 


the British Legislature : [ mean the State 
Lotteries. The present time is peculiarly 
favourable for such a discussion; being now 
no longer engaged 1 in a war for the support 
of our holy religion, we may surely. dis- 
pense with a tax (although a voluntary 
one) which bears very heavily upon the 
morals, as well as on the pockets, of many 


of ga ning, 
which receives annually the sanction oi 
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fellow-countrymen,—~ 
writers, I 
Written to 
a prac ticec— 


of our deluded 

Amongst our numérous moral 
do not recollect much has been 
discountenance so baneful 
There fs, however, one, whose sentiments 
much coincide 


very with yours. Ife is 2 
Clerey . f a IF. py sey i ' al gy ite «* 

creyman oF out sTabirned Unureh 5 
but he does not rank ¢ rita r with the or- 
th, oilox or the evaneciical. i will, with 
your permission, give you a quotation :-— 
“If we wish to enc yuvage the free ex- 


— pan ion ot the benevolent principle i 
to put a card 


peo| le are 


“ childven, we ought never 
“into ther hands ;—young 
“ brought up with the notion that eard- 


-~ 


he plavi ing isa pretty iuinocent i creation 


y period, 
learn to as yuming, 
“with many +4 as of p! leasure 5 and not, 


‘Lacy, therefore at a very ¢ ar! 
ociate the kdea of 


© 
- 


‘ 


© 


as they ought, -~ sensations of shame, 
Appo untment. hardly 
which a parent 
to instil into his 
all gaming is ® 


“of pain, and ¢ 


“Know any rr 
“ ought more assiduously 
“child thaa 
* species of robbery by delusion; t!at it 
“engenders frand, and ends in misery 3 
cies of gaming, which 
Harmless, and so 
yawning 
leart 
the 


none ION 


this—that 


“ even the less pe 
“ are deemed so pe rie ctly 
“nicely adapted to fill up the 
these 
“directly to a fatal depravation of 
moval principle, by extinguishing the 
“ benevolent aflections.----0 never knew a 
“ confirmed and habitual card-player, who 
had not a callous and unfechung heart. 
it is, mides dA, i ee ib e fer any one lony 
to retain te een al wi ow of one beneve- 
“* lent who habitually assyciates, 
like the inveterate card-player, sensa- 
tions of and of pleasure, with 
“the vexation and disappointment of 
most im- 


41 
wintry: y 
yi pulay, 


o triumph 


others ;----even the least, and 
* noxious specics of gaminy, have a fatal 
* tendenc y to imbue, with the -taste of 


' , . “~~ * 
evolence 5 
long be partakers 
inte whic h oue 


and, 1 id ed, we cannot 
‘in a smgle amusement, 
“ drop of the spirit of gaming has beea m- 
“ fused, without its diminishing the power 
* of that suse pty of catching the 
“ sensations of others, and of mingling 
“them with our own; from which sym- 
“« pathy flows, and by ‘which benevolence 
“is excite d----must not then the higher 
“ond more criminal specigs, of gaming 
tend, with a direct and accelerated. in- 
fluence, to chill the benevolence of the 
“ heart, and to sear the sense of integrity 


* of Meidect. Does’ not the « spi:it of 
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gaming, rankling in the heart, and gra- 
“dually, but rapidly, undermining all 
“within, infallibly create the critel and 
“ designing villain? Does he not soon 
“ Jearn to plunder the unwary without 
‘shame, and even to triumph in propor- 
* tion to the misery and indigence which 
“he produces? Flear this, ye heroes and 
“heroines of Faro, 
“ would raise one blush on your livid 
“ cheeks, or one emotion of remorse in 
* your callous hearts !!!”"——I am, yours, 
&e. F. R. 
June 22, 1814. 


PoLITICAL OccuRRENCES. 
courts from Spain represent matters there 
to be in a very unsettled state, Ferdinand, 
it is said, has issued a Deere for punishing 
those officers who served under King Jo- 
sep. “ By this Decree (says the Courter ) 
ail military officers down to the rank of 
Captains, ave banished tor life, e7th their 
wives and famties; the wife during the 





res 
a he nc- 





‘life time ef her husband, but the children 


under twenty-one years of age are not in- 
eluded.” 1 can well understand how a 
wife miyrht think it no punishment to be- 
cunie a partner in her husband’s exile. But 
to in‘lict « penalty on a child for the sup- 
posed crime of the parent, the more espe- 
cially when that child has reached an age 
Which puts him beyond ‘parental controul, 
appears to me the height of injustice. 
When to this; however, it is added, that 
“the:same rule applics to such Captains as 
Qve supposed to have acted under _ the 
authority of their chiefs,” no language 





48 snfficient to stigmatise the enormity 


of such a Deerve. There are many 
who must have served énvoluntarily under 
the Freach, when King Joseph was in pos- 
session of Madrid, and who only waited for 
another order of things, to declare ac- 
cordingly. Yet no exception is made 
im their favour, though they did declare 
the moment. an opportunity offered. 
But the Decree does not stop here. “ All 





Civil Authorities, from thé Counsellor of 


State down to the Commissaries of war, 

rtake of the same fate (avith their famr- 
is) a3 Military Officers holding rank 
ebove that of a Captain; and all other 
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Would to God it | covering either justice or mercy iw it, I do 
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Civil Officers, who reccived salary under 
the Government of King Joseph, are de- 
clared unworthy of holding any situation 
under the Crown.” The Vimes writer 
says, that this Decree“ is entitled to 
great commendation, as tempering justice 
with. mercy ! /”’—My persuasion is, that 
no such Decree exists 5 for instead of dis- 


not think that the giost tyrannical ‘despot 
that everexisted, even aided by all the cold- 
blooded advice which this writer is in the 
daily practice of giving to Sovereigns, 
could have framed an edict so hostile to 
the principles of justice and mercy. 

The advocates of war are still eager to 
promote a traific by which they have been 
so greatly enriched. They seize with avi- 
dity every circumstance which they think 
has a warlike appearance, and put it forth 
to the public with a degree of anxiety 
which at once discovers their motives and. 
their views. In the Cowrier of last night 
a striking instance of this sort of feeling 
was given.—It appears that, owing to the 
necessary arrangements not. having been 
completed for the evacuation of the city of 
Mentz by the allied troops, that garrison, 
is still occupied by a body of Austrians 
and Prussians. ‘This circumstance, has, 
in consequence, been converted into @ 
proof, that neither of these Powers are 
willing to give up the place; and the 
Courier was at no. loss to present its rea» 
ders with a private letter, said to have 
been received from Paris, confirming this 


P . ° . 
fact, and stating, “ that an tmediate 


rupture between Austria and Prussia is 
apprehended.”—-That these Powers, and 
probably Russia also, may quarrel about 
the -arrangement of the territory ia!ing 
to each in consequence of the peace ap- 
pears very probable. But this does not ap- 
pear to me the moment for this, be- 
cause the fival occupation of these terri- 
tories remains to be settled at the ensuing 
Congress 3 aid because I do not think that 
either of the Allied Sovereigns will again 
rashly involve themselves ia a war, uotil 
they have, in some measure, recovered the 
strength which they lost in the late tedious 
aud exhausting contest. 
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